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Essays on the Economic and Strategic Implications of Science 
 
 
1. The scientific productivity of researchers and the visibility of their results – 
briefly, the quality of the research carried out at local universities – are crucial 
determinants for higher innovative performances.(Chapter 2) 
 
 
2. If you want to get laid, go to college. If you want an education, go to the library. 
(Frank Zappa) (Table 3.5; Chapter 3) 
 
 
3. When risk-taking endeavours are systematic from both the private and the public 
actors, then scientific knowledge can generate positive economic externalities. 
(Chapter 3) 
 
 
4. Overall, these results suggest that the Act, and/or more generally, the political 
climate around universities and their mission, including IPR management, have 
made universities more aggressive in reclaiming their share of IPRs over academic 
patents from companies, but have not changed their attitude much towards PROs. 
(Chapter 4) 
 
 
5. The limited magnitudes of the factors that supposedly should influence the 
generation and the diffusion of revolutionary scientific knowledge call for a 
deeper understanding of the role that Science actually plays in the generation of 
radical techniques and how they actually diffuse. (Conclusions) 
 
 
6. If the Homo Oeconomicus had to exist, he (or she) would not be a man of science 
(me neither if I could go back in time). 
 
 
7. Young academic fellows dislike teaching. Unfortunately, for most of them, it is 
the only economic rationale of their stipends. 
 
 
8. “Non importa quanto corri, ma dove corri e perché corri” (Doesn’t matter how far 
you run, but where you run and why you run) (Zdenek Zeman) 
 
 
9. “Quibus sunt verba sine penu et pecunia” (Those rich in words are poor in money 
and assets) (Plauto, Captivi, 472) 
 
 
 
